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or the recent commission of some act of vice of
greater size than ordinary, has awakened in our con-
sciences a more than usual degree of sensibility.
Thus, by the generality, it is altogether forgotten,
that the Christian has a great work to execute ;
that of forming himself after the pattern of his Lord
and Master, through the operation of the Holy
Spirit of Grod, which is promised to our fervent
prayers and diligent endeavours. Unconscious of the
obstacles which impede, and of the enemies which
resist, their advancement; they are naturally forget-
ful also of the ample provision which is in stdre, for
enabling them to surmount the one, and to conquer
the other. The Scriptural representations * of the
state of the Christian on earth, by the images of
u a race," and " a warfare;" of its being necessary to
rid himself of every incumbrance which might re-
tard him in the one, and to furnish himself with the
whole armour of God for being victorious in the
other, are, so far as these nominal Christians are
concerned, figures of no propriety or meaning. As
little have they, in correspondence with the Scrip-
ture descriptions of the feelings and language of
real Christians, any idea of acquiring a relish, while
on earth, for the worship and service of Heaven. If
the truth must be told, their notion is rather a con-
fused idea of future gratification in Heaven, in return
for having put a force upon their inclinations, and
endured so much religion while on earth.
But all this is only nominal Christianity, which
exhibits a more inadequate image of her real excel-
lencies, than the -cold copyings, by some insipid
pencil, convey of the force and grace of Nature,
or of Raphael. In the language of Scripture, Chris-
tianity is not a geographical, but a moral term. It
is not the being a native of a Christian country:
it is a condition, a state; the possession of & peculiar

